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MIAMI SPRINGS SENIOR HIGH SCHOOL WINS RUBIN AWARD 
The Miami Springs Senior High School Mu Alpha Theta won the first annual Diane Rubin Award for 
community service.  For the past five years, the chapter has been sending letters and cards of 
encouragement to several members of Mu Alpha Theta that had graduated and were serving in the 
military.  The students then expanded the project to include other graduates and not just members.  In 
2004, their chapter of Mu Alpha Theta hosted a visit by three of these graduates to come speak to 
students at the school about their experiences in the military.  One of the speakers had been in the 
military for nine years and was in the ambush in Iraq alongside Jessica Lynch.  Another student serves in 
a medical unit in Germany.  Besides this project, the students decorated doors at the Fair Havens 
Nursing Home during the winter holidays and donate Thanksgiving baskets of food to needy families.  
We congratulate Miami Springs’ students for their contributions to their community.  The school won 
two free registrations to the Hawaii Convention, reimbursed airfare and a $500 prize.  They will be 
awarded a commemorative plaque during the Award Luau at the convention. 

News from the President: 
 

Greetings to all Mu Alpha Theta chapters.  There are many exciting things happening for all members.  
 

 The Log 1 Contest was a wonderful competition this year with more students participating than last year.    Students from 265 schools 
registered for the contest.  The three rounds this year were all different.  The first included a 15 question test for all students.  The second 
round allowed students to choose one of three topic tests – Geometry, Equations & Inequalities, or Probability.  The third and final 
competition was a ciphering event.  Winners will be posted soon and awards will be sent out before the end of the year.  Mu Alpha Theta 
will send other prizes chosen at random from participating schools that submitted scores.  Our thanks to Tom Clymer of National 
Assessment and Testing for a job well done. 
 

 The Rocket City Math League continued for a second year.  Divisions were divided into Pre- Algebra/Algebra I and Geometry/Algebra 
II. Awards for this contest will be posted and sent out before the end of the year, as well. The contest is run by student members of 
Grissom High School’s Mu Alpha Theta aided by a grant from the National Office.  192 schools registered from 43 states, DC, Puerto 
Rico, Columbia in South America, Belgium, Germany, the Marshall Islands, Japan and Poland.  More than 3600 students turned in 
scores for the first round alone. 
 

National Convention in Hawaii is a convention students have been looking forward to for several years. The list of competitions and 
events looks outstanding.  Information about the convention can be found online at www.mualphatheta.org under National Convention.  
Sponsors can download the Sponsor Information Packet there.  Remember that the final registration date is May 15, 2005.  Forms must 
be postmarked by that day and include payment.  Sponsors must also registration information online. No registrations will be  
accepted after May 15. 

National Convention Grants have been awarded to the following four schools:  

 Region I:       Ladue Horton Watkins High School, St. Louis, MO 

 Region II:      St. John High School, Plaquemine, LA 

 Region III:     Oxford High School, Oxford, AL 

 Region IV:      Granville High School, Granville, OH 

These schools will receive two free registrations to the convention and up to $500 in reimbursed travel expenses. 

International Science and Engineering Fair:  Mu Alpha Theta will once again be giving a $1000 Award to an outstanding competitor in 
the area of mathematics at the final competition in Phoenix, AZ in May.  Many students displaying in regional science fairs also received 
certificates from Mu Alpha Theta.  Their names and the topics of their projects are posted on the Mu Alpha Theta website under Science 
Fair Winners.  The Mu Alpha Theta Award is presented to the most challenging, thorough, and creative investigation of a problem 
involving modern mathematics.  Over 650 winners in the United States and in many other countries are presented certificates each year.  

As always, if you have any suggestions or ideas to share, please contact me, Susan Hiller – Mu Alpha Theta President, at 
susiehiller@bellsouth.net or Kay Weiss – Executive Director of Mu Alpha Theta at matheta@ou.edu.  We are always looking for ways to 
enhance the membership of all students.
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National Officers: 
President:      Susan Hiller 
       Vero Beach HS,  
              Vero Beach, FL 
        susiehiller@bellsouth.net 
President-Elect      Mary Emma Bunch 
                             Knoxville, TN 
        mmbear@comcast.net 
Secretary-Treasurer:  Paul Goodey 
        University of Oklahoma,  

                         Norman, OK 
         pgoodey@mathou.edu 
Governor Region I:    Tom Tosch 
        Mount Rainer High School, 
             Des Moines, WA 
         tomtosch@wamath.net 
Governor Region II:   Mattie White 
        Benjamin Franklin HS,  
                                                    New Orleans, LA 
         mattiewmathII@aol.com 
Governor Region III:  Susan Doker 
          Lincoln High School 
                         Tallahassee, FL 
         DokerS@mail.leon.k12.fl.us 
Governor Region: IV:  Mary Rhein 
         Lakota West HS, 
                                                    West Chester, OH 
          mary.rhein@lakotaonline.com
                         
MAA Representative:  Julie Clark 
        Hollins University,  
             Roanoke, VA 
          jclark@hollins.edu 
NCTM Representative:       
                    Dr.Irina E. Lyublinskaya
         The Discovery Institute, 
                                                      Staten Island, NY
           Lyublinskaya@mail.csi.cuny.edu 
SIAM Representative:  Terry Herdman 

  Virginia Tech  
                  Blacksburg, VA      
herdman@origin2.icam.vt.edu 

AMATYC Representative:    
                       Rob Farinelli 
           CCAC-Boyce Campus,  
                                                       Monroeville, PA 
            rfarinelli@ccac.edu 
Executive Director:       Kay Weiss 
                                      University of Oklahoma,  
                                                        Norman, OK 
           matheta@ou.edu 
National Student Officers: 
 
President:        Ryan Reed 
         Palm Harbor University HS 
                Palm Harbor, FL

                    rreedphu@yahoo.com 
Vice-President:       Cindy Liu 
        Benjamin Franklin HS 
                                                       New Orleans, LA 
        cliu05@yahoo.com    
Secretary/Treasurer:   Wilson Po   
         Bellevue High School 
                             Bellevue, WA      
                        iampo1987@yahoo.com 
  
Parliamentarian:       Yufei Pan 
          Bearden High School 
                              Knoxville, TN 
         yufei_p@yahoo.com 

 

MU ALPHA THETA AT NCTM 
 NCTM held its Southern Regional Conference 
in New Orleans, Louisiana, November 4-6, 2004. 
The conference theme was "Math: Hot and Spicy." 
Visible at the conference were Mu Alpha Theta 
members from the Southern Region. These students 
served as conference hosts. Participants from 
Brother Martin High School, Cabrini High School, 
Benjamin Franklin High School, and Immaculotta 
High School were present and served as student 
hosts.  Their responsibilities included: package 
handling and moving, assisting presiders at 
workshops, volunteering in NCTM booth, assisting 
at on-site registration, and serving as runners. The 
students were also able to attend some workshops 
and visit exhibits. They enjoyed the technology 
exhibits, some of the math games and materials, as 
well as the challenging textbooks. 

 Ms. Mattie White, Region II Governor, chaired 
the student host committee. According to Ms. White, 
the student hosts were recognized by other 
conference chairs and by conference participants, for 
the fine job they did at the 
conference.  Sporting special t-shirts and student 
host badges, these students were easily recognized. 
Their support of the conference was very valuable. 
Congratulations and thanks to all participating Mu 
Alpha Theta Chapters.        

 

 2005 Andree Award Winner Announced 

          John Omundsen, a graduate of Fort 
Myers High School, is the recipient of this 
year's Andree Award.  The Andree Award, 
named in honor of Mu Alpha Theta founders 
Richard and Josephine Andree, is given to a 
student interested in becoming a 
mathematics teacher.  John is presently 
attending the University of Florida and is 
majoring in Mathematics and minoring in 
Secondary Education.  In his essay, John 
spoke of his love of mathematics and how he 
hopes to help his future students see the 
wonder and beauty of the subject.  He will 
accept his award at the Hawaii Convention.   
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National Office News from Kay: 
 
     Our newest version of the online order 
system now takes a purchase order 
number or a credit card.  Login by pressing 
the blue button at www.mualphatheta.org
on the left marked “Login to Order 
Certificates or Merchandise.”You can View 
your Current Members, find another active 
chapter, change your password or email 
address, Purchase Certificates or 
Purchase Merchandise.  Once purchased, 
go to Check Out to input billing information 
and just press the “Add Full Members” link 
to enter names by year of graduation. The 
one-time registration fee is still $5 per Full 
member. 
 
     Associate members may be added at 
any time, without charge by pressing the 
“Add Associate Members” link on the left. 
An Associate member has completed at 
least two semester of math and is in their 
third semester.  They have the GPA for 
membership and may compete in our 
national math competitions and attend the 
National Convention.  These should not be 
members eligible for Full membership. 
When a member is eligible for Full 
membership, the $5 fee should be paid 
and you should move them up so they may 
list Mu Alpha Theta membership on their 
college resume. 
 
     The office is busiest with orders in 
October, March, April and May.  Most 
orders go out the day the order arrives at 
the office but please give us some time to 
get it mailed back to you.  Overnight orders 
can be processed with an additional 
charge, when possible. 
 
     Please check online for the latest 
merchandise prices and to download a 
form from Chapter Resources, 
Merchandise.  We do not anticipate any 
price increases at this time but on 
July 1, 2005, all honor cords will cost $5 
each.  The 25 pack discount will no longer 
be available. 
 

GOVERNING COUNCIL NEWS 
 

The Governing Council of Mu Alpha Theta 
meets twice a year, during the summer 
convention and in February at the national 
office.  During the February meeting the 
following issues were discussed:   

• An effort is being made to encourage 
more two-year colleges to start chapters 
of Mu Alpha Theta. 

• Four Convention Grants worth $1640 
each were approved to be offered to 
chapters that had not attended a National 
Convention in at least three years. 

• Dr. Irina Lyublinskaya, our NCTM 
representative, will be one of our judges 
at the International Science Fair 
competition in Phoenix, AZ in May and 
will present the $1000 Mu Alpha Theta 
Prize. 

• The Log 1 Contest and the Rocket City 
Math League competitions seemed to be 
successful and should be continued next 
year. 

• Mu Alpha Theta will continue to 
financially support the AMC and the Math 
Olympiad competitions. 

• Up to $20,000 in grant money will be 
made available to student members 
wishing to do summer math research or 
enrichment. 

• The 2006 Convention will be July 16 – 
21. 2006 in Fort Collins, CO at Colorado 
State University. 

• The winners of the Diane Rubin Award 
and the Andree Award were selected. 

• The GC discussed ways to encourage 
more sponsors into becoming active in 
Mu Alpha Theta at the national level. 

• Mu Alpha Theta and the Educational 
Foundation are in good financial shape.  
Continued membership growth combined 
with increased merchandise sales have 
resulted in a healthy financial prognosis. 

 
Anyone having an issue to be brought up 

before the Governing Council should email or 
send it to the National Office before the August 
meeting.  Recommendations and suggestions 
are always welcome and encouraged. 
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        We continue to work on our website at 
www.mualphatheta.org!  See Chapter Resources for 
new features, and information is now available on 
our Educational Foundation.  There are copies of 
old exams under National Convention, Past Tests.  
See information about our Online System and its 
features. We now offer an online Roster to find 
other Active Chapters in your city or state!  Past 
copies of newsletters are also available.  Our 
online system is secured to take a credit card for 
purchases of certificates and merchandise.  If you 
need a password or chapter ID number to log in, 
email Kay Weiss at matheta@ou.edu.  

    
  In the first ever competition of its type, Lawton 
Chiles, Lincoln, and Rickards High Schools hosted 
the Tri-Tallahassee Invitational held on November 
12 and 13, 2004 at Lawton Chiles High School.  
Five hundred fifty students from 19 schools and 
three states participated in the competition. 
     The feature part of the event was a ciphering 
round held on Friday night.  Students competed in 
their own division, Algebra I, Geometry, Algebra II, 
Precalculus, and Calculus answering a series of 12 
questions given a time limit of three minutes per 
question.  Parents and teachers from the host 
schools served as proctors. 
     On Saturday, the more traditional competition of 
individual and bowl rounds occurred.  In addition to 
the five division contests, a Statistics individual test 
was given.  In order to make this competition more 
Nationals like, the sweepstakes scores included 
only the best of the Geometry and Algebra II division 
scores for each school.  That score was added to 
the Precalculus and Calculus division scores to 
produce the overall sweepstakes score.  Also, the 
Ciphering scores of the four team members were 
included with the team scores.  No calculators were 
allowed except for on the Statistics test. 
     The top five in sweepstakes were in order, 
Vestavia Hills, Rickards, Gainesville Buchholz, 
Lawton Chiles, and Lincoln. 
     The top five schools for the Interschool Test were 
in order, Buchholz, Lawton Chiles, Tallahassee 
Maclay, Tallahassee Deerlake Middle School, and 
Charlotte (NC) Hopewell. 
The division, Individual, and Ciphering winners were as 
follows:  Calculus division – Rickards,  
                 Individual – Bryan Starke (Lawton Chiles),    
                Ciphering – Ross Friedberg (Rickards) 
             Precalculus division – Vestavia Hills,  
              Individual – Zachariah Tyree (Rickards),  
                Ciphering – David Harris (Vestavia Hills) 
    Statistics Individual – Sunjae Kwon (Tallahassee Leon)
             Algebra II division – Vestavia Hills,  
             Individual – Evan Zhao (Vestavia Hills), 
      Ciphering – Kevin Hu (Vestavia Hills) 
             Geometry division – Vestavia Hills,  

     Individual – Wei Yan (Vestavia Hills), 
      Ciphering – Pei-Ann Lin (Vestavia Hills) 
 

    

The Kalin Award was created by a grant 
from Dr. Robert Kalin of Florida State University, 
a former President of Mu Alpha Theta. Dr. Kalin 
is a nationally recognized mathematics educator 
and continues to be one of Mu Alpha Theta's 
strongest supporters.  

The Kalin Award recognizes graduating 
seniors attending the National Mu Alpha Theta 
Convention who have excelled in mathematics 
and performed notable service to Mu Alpha Theta 
communities. The winner of the Award receives a 
$1000 prize and the finalists each receive $300. 
The Mu Alpha Theta Chapter of the winner 
receives $300.  

Each Chapter is allowed to nominate one 
Mu Alpha Theta member for the Kalin Award per 
year. The Sponsor of the Chapter will determine 
how the Chapter's nominee is selected. The 
Application Form* consists of three parts. All 
three parts of the application must be postmarked 
by June 15  and mailed to the National Office.  

Our Mu Alpha Theta Chapter at Georgetown High School 
in Georgetown, TX raises about $2000 each year holding 
a Math Counts Tournament.  Schools from all over the 
state of Texas come and participate in a Math Counts 
like Tournament.  All tests are created by the Mu Alpha 
Theta students and the competition is run according to 
Math Counts regulations. 
   Sponsor: Michelle Brown 

h ll
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Seeking Information about Careers 
in Mathematics? 

      
One of Mu Alpha Theta’s sponsoring 
organizations is SIAM, the Society for 
Industrial and Applied Mathematics.   SIAM 
offers all sorts of information to students about 
the kinds of jobs at which mathematicians 
work. Free information can be found online at 
the link:    

http://www.siam.org/students/career.htm . 

Maplesoft Contest at the Huntsville Convention 
During the summer convention in Huntsville, AL last July, Maplesoft, our corporate partner, set up three 
computers in the lobby of the Hilton Hotel.  Students from participating schools at the convention were able to 
try their luck taking an online math test powered by Maple TA.  The computer algebra system, Maple 9.5,that 
runs in the background of Maple TA can determine if the student’s answers are correct, even if the answer is 
correct but in a different form than the answer programmed into the computer.  A different test was offered 
to each division:  Theta, Alpha and Mu.  A winner in each division was selected and won a free Student Version 
of Maple and a free registration to the 2005 Hawaii Convention.  Mu Alpha Theta wants to thank Maplesoft for 
its continued support of our talented students.  The winners of the contest were:  Yao Yao Luo from Lincoln 
High School in Tallahassee, FL; Bernadette Durr from Vero Beach in Vero Beach, FL; and Yue Zhao from 
Hillsborough High School in Tampa, FL. 

 
Interested in Summer Math Enrichment? 

 
Mu Alpha Theta is offering Summer Grants for up to 
$2000 per student to help you pay for a summer math 
enrichment program, math camp or to do math research 
with a professor or teacher.  There is no deadline for 
applying. For details see   
 
http://www.mualphatheta.org/Scholarships/MAO_Summer_Grants.htm
 
For information about summer programs:   
See information about Summer Internships and 
Undergraduate Research opportunities at 
http://www.phds.org/index.php?section=16   
 
or summer math camp experiences at    
 
http://www.ams.org/employment/mathcamps.html    
Also check out your favorite college to see what summer 
programs might be offered for high school or 
undergraduates interested in math enrichment. 
 

SERVICE ACTIVITY 
Many Mu Alpha Theta chapters are active in community  
service projects. One fun project is for Mu Alpha Theta members 
to become involved in the American Cancer Society Relay For Life. 
Relay For Life is a fun-filled overnight event designed to celebrate 
survivorship and raise money for research and programs of your 
American Cancer Society. There's plenty of music, food, and fun to 
go around. For more information call 1-800-ACS-2345 or visit  
their web site at www.cancer.org/relay  

Honor your sponsor 
 
     Think about nominating your sponsor for a 
Mu Alpha Theta sponsor award.  Download 
forms at http://www.mualphatheta.org under 
Huneke or Sister Scolastica Awards.  Watch 
for the listed deadlines to ensure forms make it 
to the National Office on time! 
     
 You can also let your sponsor know how much 
you appreciate their time and efforts by making 
a donation to the Mu Alpha Theta Educational 
Foundation in honor of your sponsor. 
Donations support awards, grants, prizes and 
scholarships for Mu Alpha Theta students and 
help to defray the cost to participants at the 
yearly National Convention. 
      
Students can also donate in honor of a 
graduating friend or a favorite math teacher.  If 
Mu Alpha Theta has been a special part of your 
life, consider making a contribution to help 
other interested members participate in Mu 
Alpha Theta competitions or continue their 
education in Mathematics  
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The Fibonacci Sequence and the Golden Ratio  
(by Kay Weiss) 

 Whenever I start to teach a chapter on Sequences and Series, I send my math students to a wonderful webpage at  
http://www.mcs.surrey.ac.uk/Personal/R.Knott/Fibonacci/fib.html to explore the Fibonacci Sequence and the Golden Ratio.  I 
tell them to write me three paragraphs discussing how the series is generated, the meaning of the Golden Ratio and some- 
thing interesting that they learned from this fascinating website.  (I’m one of those writing across the curriculum people.)  So, 
when I saw the following article in this month’s College Mathematics Journal published by the MAA, one of our sponsoring 
organizations, I thought you would enjoy seeing it.  With permission of the author, what follows are excerpts from the journal 
article.  You can find the complete version scanned in the online edition of this Spring Newsletter at our homepage 
www.mualphatheta.org.  Teachers, please copy the article for your students or send them online to read it. 

 
For teachers who wish to explore further, some hands-on activities:   

Have students find some snail shells or buy four or five nautilus shells from a seashell supplier and have your 
students get out their ruler, protractor and calculator.  Have them measure or attempt to measure the shells to look at the 
ratios discussed in this article.  Talk about measuring errors and accuracy.  Can they verify the ratio found is the Golden 
Ratio?  Have your students construct a regular pentagon with side 1 inch.  Let them measure the diagonal and then use 
trigonometry to verify that the length of the diagonal in figure 10 is indeed the Golden Ratio.  There are lots of ways to 
proceed with this lesson.  Use your imagination or some hints about other regular polygons with an odd number of sides as 
suggested in the article.  
 With thanks to the Mathematical Association of America 2005 (All rights reserved) and to Clement Falbo.  

2005 National High School Student  
$1000 Calculus Competition 

 
Eligibility Requirements and Application Procedures  

         Any high school (or pre-high school) student in the 
United States is eligible to be nominated by a teacher.  
         The application deadline has been extended. 
Applications are now due on May 14, 2005.  

Entry for National High School Calculus Competition:  
 
Entries should be emailed to: calculusprize@yahoo.com 

         Use only standard text in your email. Supporting 
materials will be requested by the judges if needed - please 
do not mail or attach any such materials. There is no entry 
fee. (Employees and editors of calculus.org and close 
relatives may neither nominate candidates nor receive the 
award.) Go to www.mualphatheta.org for application 
process. 

Chapter Highlight:                    Quantico Middle/High School, Quantico, VA 
  
 We attended our first Region IV competition in December in Salisbury, MD.  It was a great experience 
for our new members.  They are also very much involved in promoting math awareness in the school and 
community by providing math problems, riddles, jokes of the week to tutoring students and instructing students 
in the Middle school math Olympiad program competitions with practice sessions.  Currently, they are running 
the million pennies project with funds raised going to charity. 
 The group helped with sponsoring a Geo/Techno Chinese Dragon to celebrate Chinese New Year and 
supported a math activity on sequences and patterns.  In addition to having fun and making lots of noise around 
the school and community, the middle school students learned about patterns and sequences, moving from 
concrete objects to abstract, visualizing patterns in daily activities, and learning about the impact of Chaos 
theory on unstructured and structured patterns   Sponsor:  Rich Tom 
  

Certificate of Appreciation 

Mu Alpha Theta will now offer a Certificate of 
Appreciation that can be awarded to sponsors, 
speakers or anyone you wish to recognize for their 
Outstanding Contributions to Mathematics Education. 
These will be available for sale for $3 and have a 
space for the person’s name, the date and the Chapter 
Sponsor’s signature of the chapter presenting the 
certificate. 

Convention Hosts and Test Coordinators 
Needed 

 
Think about hosting a National Convention! Hosts are 
needed for 2008 and beyond.  Mu Alpha Theta will 
help you organize, but we need sponsors to volunteer 
to host.   At each convention, we also need someone 
to supervise test writing and proofing.  For information 
about these important jobs, email Susan Hiller at 
Susie.hiller@bellsouth.net 










